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Prayer vigils against gay marriage stoke
. debate
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Under the proposed law, same-sex unions would

be legal, but churches would not be compelled to perform such services.
The legislation will be submitted to the Supreme Court of Canada for
review before it is put to a free vote in Parliament.

NDP Leader Jack Layton told CTV News that same-sex marriage is a
question of equality and human rights. He recently attended a gay pride
parade in Quebec City with Bloc Quebecois Leader Gilles Duceppe.

"From our standpoint (the NDP) it's a question of equality for all
Canadians. Of course, religious freedoms will be protected so that
churches will marry those they choose to marry. But in our society as a
whole, civil marriages will be for everyone," Layton said.

Sunday's prayer vigils were co-ordinated through the website
Sanctityofmarriage.ca

According to a declaration on the site, "The proposed legislation to
redefine marriage represents an assault on common sense, an assault on
the values of societies, and an assault on the liberties of men and women
of good will.

"I pray that our member of Parliament will have the courage to vote
against the proposed legislation and act in conformity with the law that is
inscribed within human nature and which is not affected by every wind
that blows."

With a file from The Canadian Press
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